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Week Ending Friday, April 5, 1996 


Statement on Signing the Contract 
With America Advancement Act of 
1996 


March 29, 1996 


Today I have signed into law H.R. 3136, 
a bill providing for an increase in the public 
debt limit, an increase of the Social Security 
earnings limit, and increased flexibility for 
small businesses to comply with regulations. 

I applaud yesterday's bipartisan congres- 
sional vote to maintain the Nation’s credit- 
worthiness and financial integrity. With the 
signing of this bill, millions of Americans will, 
once again, be secure that this great Nation 
will stand behind its obligations to pay not 
only beneficiaries of Federal programs but 
bondholders as well. 

Over 8 months ago, Secretary of the Treas- 
ury Rubin wrote to the leaders of the Con- 
gress, urging them to pass an increase in the 
debt limit sufficient to extend through the 
current political season. Secretary Rubin 
pointed out that attempting to use the pros- 
pect of a Federal Government default to 
achieve leverage in a budget debate was not 
in the best interests of the American people. 
Now that we no longer need to focus our 
efforts on avoiding a default, we can turn our 
full attention to continuing to bring down the 
budget deficit as we have successfully done 
for the last 3 years. 

When I took office, the deficit was $290 
billion—and rising. By the end of fiscal 1995, 
the deficit was $164 billion. As a share of 
the economy, we have cut the deficit by more 
than half. And just yesterday, the Congres- 
sional Budget Office announced its estimate 
that the deficit for the current fiscal year will 
fall to $140 billion—thus cutting the deficit 
that I inherited in half and fulfilling my com- 
mitment to do so in my first term. 

We should now continue this progress— 
and limit future increases in the public 


debt—by reaching an agreement to balance 
the budget by 2002. Over the last several 
months, I have worked closely with congres- 
sional leaders to reach agreement on bal- 
ancing the budget. In fact, we have about 
$700 billion in common savings, enough to 
balance the budget and provide a modest, 
targeted tax cut. Let me reiterate: I am com- 
mitted to reaching an agreement with the 
Congress to balance the budget—and to 
reaching that agreement this year. 

I also am pleased that this legislation in- 
creases the Social Security earnings limit. 
Currently, retired workers ages 65 through 
69 who earn wages above a certain amount 
have their Social Security benefits reduced 
by $1 for every $3 in earnings. Over 900,000 
Social Security beneficiaries lose some or all 
of their benefits. This reduction in benefits 
discourages work by senior citizens who are 
able and willing to do so. Raising the earnings 
test will increase the standard of living of the 
elderly and help the Nation’s economy. 

This legislation also responds to the legiti- 
mate concerns of small businesses regarding 
regulatory burdens. The bill includes several 
recommendations of the White House Con- 
ference on Small Business that I have sup- 
ported. In addition, it codifies a number of 
my reinvention initiatives that will help small 
businesses comply with Federal regulations 
and, just as important, enable them to be- 
come meaningful partners in the regulatory 
process. 

Finally, this legislation increases congres- 
sional accountability for regulations, provid- 
ing expedited procedures for the Congress 
to review those regulations. I have long sup- 
ported this concept, and my Administration 
endorsed the Senate’s efforts of last year in 
this regard. I am, however, concerned about 
changes that the House made to this bill, 
which will unduly complicate and extend this 
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congressional review process. We will work 
with the Congress to resolve these concerns. 


William J. Clinton 


The White House, 
March 29, 1996. 


Note: H.R. 3136, approved March 29, was as- 
signed Public Law No. 104-121. This item was 
not received in time for publication in the appro- 
priate issue. 


Statement on Signing the Twelfth 
Continuing Resolution 


March 29, 1996 


Today I have signed into law H.J. Res. 170, 
the Twelfth Continuing Resolution for fiscal 
year 1996. 

House Joint Resolution 170 provides for 
a temporary extension of appropriations, 
through April 24, for activities funded in the 
five appropriations bills that have not been 
enacted into law. Thus, it prevents a third 
government shutdown. 

Full-year funding is provided for the Fed- 
eral payment to the District of Columbia and 
the Federal contribution to the District's re- 
tirement funds. Language is included to per- 
mit the seven unions of the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) to continue to rep- 
resent FAA employees and to bargain collec- 
tively on their behalf. 

I commend the Congress for providing 
$198 million to cover the costs of civilian im- 
plementation of the Dayton Peace accords 
in Bosnia. Subject to certain conditions, 
these funds will be available to finance civil- 
ian programs identified for the rest of fiscal 
year 1996. The commanders of the United 
States military units that are part of the 
NATO-led Bosnia Peace inssesenditen 
Force (IFOR) have strongly urged that the 
Congress make these funds available expedi- 
tiously in order to support their military mis- 
sion. This bill provides an appropriately 
prompt response to their request. 

In addition, the provision of this $198 mil- 
lion will enable the United States, as pro- 
vided for in this bill, to mobilize broad inter- 
national support for economic revitalization 
at an aid donor’s conference on Bosnia, 
scheduled for mid-April. In sum, the bill 
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demonstrates bipartisan support for the kind 
of American leadership abroad that serves 
our country well. 

Despite this accomplishment, we are now 
halfway through the fiscal year, and the Con- 
gress still has not completed the work it 
should have done six months ago. That is a 
disservice to the American people. 

While this is taking place, school districts 
around the country are facing the possibility 
of teacher layoffs, environmental clean-ups 
are being delayed, and States, local govern- 
ments, and government contractors must 
contend with continuing uncertainty as they 
seek to provide critical services to the public. 

My Administration has been working with 
the Congress in an effort to resolve our dif- 
ferences on funding levels for education, the 
environment, and other key priorities, as well 
as on numerous special interest legislative 
riders. We have made some progress in our 
discussions, but many difficult issues remain 
to be resolved. 

It is time for the Congress to do its job. 
I call on the Congress to meet its responsibil- 
ities by sending me legislation for the re- 
maining fiscal year 1996 appropriations bills 
in an acceptable form. 

I hope that this will prove to be the final 
continuing resolution for fiscal 1996, and I 
intend to continue working with the Con- 
gress to ensure that it is. 


William J. Clinton 


The White House, 
March 29, 1996. 


NoTE: H.J. Res. 170, approved March 29, was 
assigned Public Law No. 104-122. This item was 
not received in time for publication in the appro- 
priate issue. 


The President’s Radio Address 
March 30, 1996 


Good morning. Today I want to talk to you 
about what we can do to make sure that 
working Americans have the chance to make 
the most of their own lives, to raise their chil- 
dren in security, and to become winners in 
economic change. 

I want to talk about something very simple 
we can do to help our hardest pressed work- 
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ing families: Raise the minimum wage. Our 
Nation is living through a time of great 
change, our greatest economic  trans- 
formation since a hundred years ago when 
so many American moved from farm to fac- 
tory. Now we're all moving into an age of 
information and technology and global trade. 

Four years ago our economy was drifting, 
with high unemployment, a deficit twice as 
high as it is now, and few new jobs. I took 
office determined to change our course, to 
cut the deficit in half in 4 years, invest in 
education and training, expand exports 
through tough trade agreements like the ones 
that opened Japan to our autos and auto 
parts, and to shrink and reform the Govern- 
ment so that it works better and costs less. 
It’s now the smallest it’s been since 1965, 
but still strong enough to protect workplace 
safety, pure food, clean air and water, to help 
Americans get the education they need, to 
grow the economy, and to protect our seniors 
through Medicare. 

In 1992, I told the American people that 
if we implemented our economic plan, two 
things would happen: we’d get 8 million jobs 
and the deficit would be cut in half. Well, 
last month we learned that our economy has 
already created 8.4 million jobs, nearly all of 
them in the private sector since 1993. And 
now, in 1995 and 1996, over half of the jobs 
coming in to the economy are in high-wage 
industries. And just yesterday, the Congres- 
sional Budget Office certified that by the end 
of this year the deficit will be less than half 
of what it was when I took office. Over 8 
million jobs, the deficit cut in half: two im- 
portant commitments kept to the American 
people. 

We've also got the lowest rates of unem- 
ployment and inflation combined in 27 years, 
record numbers of new small businesses. Our 
auto and telecommunications industries now 
lead the world. We've got a 15-year high in 
home ownership. And finally, we have halted 
the decade-long slide in real hourly earnings. 
But this is a record to build on, not to sit 
on. 

As I said in my State of the Union, one 
of the main challenges we face is to make 
sure that this new economy with all of its 
opportunity doesn’t leave people behind who 
are willing to work for their opportunities. 
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We've got to make sure that every American 
has the education and training, the health 
care, the pensions to be secure in this time 
of change, and that if they change jobs, they 
can take their health care and their pensions 
with them. 

And we have to get wages rising again in 
this country for working people. We've got 
to make sure that our aad paid workers 
keep up. That’s why in 1993 I cut taxes for 
working people on modest incomes through 
the earned-income tax credit, giving tax ben- 
efits to 15 million working Americans, a 
downpayment on a strong commitment that 
no one who works full time and has children 
in the home should live in poverty. And that 
is why we must make sure the minimum 
wage is a living wage. 

Today the minimum wage is $4.25 an 
hour. Over many years, both political parties 
have worked together to make sure it keeps 
up with the cost of living. In 1989, the cur- 
rent leaders of both the House and the Sen- 
ate joined together with Democrats and Re- 
publicans to raise the minimum wage. It 
went fully into effect exactly 5 years ago this 
Monday. 

But since then, the minimum wage has 
stayed unchanged while the cost of living 
goes up. This year if Congress doesn’t raise 
the minimum wage, it will drop in value to 
a 40-year low. That’s why I proposed last year 
that the Congress increase the minimum 
wage from $4.25 an hour to $5.15 an hour. 
For a parent working full time, this 90-cent- 
an-hour increase would help pay for grocer- 
ies for 7 months, or 4 months of rent, or 
months of child care. Tens of millions of 
Americans would benefit, 70 percent of them 
adults. These are among our hardest working 
people. Six out of 10 of them are workin 
women, many trying to raise children me 
hold their families together. Others are just 
getting started in the work force, trying to 
get a hold on the first rung in the ladder; 
all of them trying hard to do the right thing, 
to work. Raising the minimum wage would 
honor both and family. We should not 
leave behind anyone who is willing to work 
hard as our country moves forward. 

Now, a majority of the Senators support 
an increase in the minimum wage. But the 
Republican leadership of the Senate has re- 
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fused to allow the minimum wage even to 
come up for a vote. In fact, you need to know 
that a Member of Congress who refuses to 
allow the minimum wage to come up for a 
vote made more money during last year’s 
one-month Government shutdown than a 
minimum wage worker makes in an entire 
year. Over the past 5 years, while the mini- 
mum wage has been stuck at $4.25 an hour, 
a Senator’s salary has gone up by a third. 
That is wrong. 

I challenge the Republican leadership to 
stop blocking a vote and let the majority rule. 
Pass an increase in the minimum wage. And 
Congress should vow that the next time they 
want to raise their own pay, they ought to 
raise the minimum wage, too. We hear a lot 
of talk in Washington these days about old- 
fashioned family values. Well, it’s hard to 
raise a family on $4.25 an hour, but millions 
of Americans are out there struggling to do 
it. 

Now, we can do the right thing and create 
jobs and grow our economy. This is really 
an age of remarkable possibility for our Na- 
tion. More of our people will have the chance 
to live out their dreams than ever before. But 
we need to make sure that every American 
can become a winner in this time of eco- 
nomic change. If we don’t want to grow apart 
as a people, we have to do the things that 
will enable us to grow together. Think about 
it. Support raising the minimum wage. 

Thank you. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from 
the Oval Office at the White House. 


Executive Order 12997—Korean 
Peninsula Energy Development 
Organization 

April 1, 1996 


By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the Unit- 
ed States of America, including section 1 of 
the International Organizations Immunities 
Act (59 Stat. 669, 22 U.S.C. 288), and having 
found that the Korean Peninsula Energy De- 
velopment Organization is a public inter- 
national organization in which the United 
States participates within the meaning of the 
International Organizations Immunities Act, 
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I hereby designate the Korean Peninsula En- 
ergy Development Organization as a public 
international organization entitled to enjoy 
the privileges, exemptions, and immunities 
conferred by the International Organizations 
Immunities Act. This designation is not in- 
tended to abridge in any respect privileges, 
exemptions, or immunities that such organi- 
zation may have acquired or may acquire by 
international agreements or by congressional 
action. 


William J. Clinton 
The White House, 
April 1, 1996. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., April 3, 1996] 


NOTE: This Executive order was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on April 2, and it 
was published in the Federal Register on April 
4. 


Remarks Welcoming President Oscar 
Luigi Scalfaro of Italy 
April 2, 1996 


President Scalfaro, Mariana Scalfaro, 
members of the Italian delegation, distin- 
guished guests: On behalf of the American 
people, I am delighted to welcome President 
Scalfaro to the United States. It is an honor 
to return the gracious hospitality the people 
of Italy showed to Hillary and me in Rome 
and Naples in 1994. 

America and Italy are joined by friendship, 
family, and values. Our Founding Fathers 
drew inspiration from the thinkers of ancient 
Rome to build a new republic based on laws 
and rooted in liberty and justice. 

Thomas Jefferson was moved by the ideas 
of his friend Filippo Mazzei to write the im- 
mortal phrase, “All men are created equal.” 
Constantino Brumidi, an artist from Rome, 
labored for 25 years on the frescoes that 
adorn our Nation’s Capital. Generations of 
Italian-Americans have contributed beyond 
measure to America’s greatness, enriching 
our Nation’s character with their spirit and 
the strength of their heritage. 

America and Italy oe together for half 
a century to safeguard Europe’s freedom and 
advance our common ideals. Now with the 
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end of the cold war, the United States looks 
to Italy as a valued partner more than ever, 
from keeping the peace in troubled regions 
to building an undivided Europe. 

Earlier this year, I visited Aviano Air Base 
where the United States and Italy work to- 
gether to contain the conflict in Bosnia and 
provide a lifeline to the Bosnian people. Now 
we are joined in a common support of the 
peace that is taking hold in Bosnia. I know 
I speak for all Americans when I thank the 
people of Italy, its leaders, its troops, and 
its citizens for the enormous effort they have 
made to bring peace to the people of Bosnia. 

I also thank Italy for its support for our 
common efforts to achieve peace in the Mid- 
dle East and for its role in the recent con- 
ference at Sharm al-Sheikh in Egypt. 

Italy and the United States stand together 
as well in the fight against the forces of ha- 
tred and violence, the organized criminals, 
the drug traffickers, the terrorists who have 
brought pain and destruction to Italians and 
Americans alike. 

Mr. President, the bonds between our 
people stretch across the centuries. They ex- 
tend from the hearts of our neighborhoods 
to the distant reaches of the heavens where 
America and Italy now are cooperating on 
the international space station. As I said in 
Rome, and I say again, we, Italians and 
Americans, are now and forever alleati, 
amici, una famiglia—allies, friends, a family. 

Welcome to the White House. Welcome 
to America. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 10:15 a.m. on the 
South Lawn at the White House. 


The President’s News Conference 
With President Scalfaro 
April 2, 1996 


President Clinton. Good afternoon. Let 
me say again, it’s a great pleasure to have 
President Scalfaro at the White House. For 
50 years, Italy has been one of America’s 
closest allies, a pillar of the Atlantic Alliance 
throughout the cold war, a strong advocate 
for freedom and democracy in the years 
since. 

Over these many years of partnership, our 
Nation has had no better friend in Italy than 
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President Scalfaro. The President began his 
public career with the founding of the post- 
war Italian state. He has served his country 
in a range of high positions, and he has al- 
ways, always worked to strengthen the close 
cooperation between our nations. As Presi- 
dent, he has stood firm for the values that 
we share, and America is grateful to Presi- 
dent Scalfaro for his leadership and his wise 
counsel. 

This is our third meeting. Today we fo- 
cused in large measure on our shared inter- 
ests and effort in building a free, stable, and 
undivided Europe. Nowhere is this common 
commitment more evident than in our work 
in the former Yugoslavia. I salute the Italian 
soldiers who are participating in the mission 
in Bosnia. America’s soldiers are proud to 
serve with them in what is truly a joint en- 
deavor. 

They and the other members of IFOR are 
doing invaluable work. They're giving the 
people of Bosnia a chance for peace. They 
are carrying on Italy's tradition of shoulder- 
ing responsibility in the region that began 
with Operation Deny Flight and Operation 
Provide Promise. 

Italy is helping to build bridges to Central 
and Eastern Europe, bridges that can extend 
security and prosperity and democracy across 
the entire continent. As a member of NATO 
and the European Union, Italy is a force for 
cooperation and integration in Europe and 
around the world. 

I had the opportunity today to thank Presi- 
dent Scalfaro for Italy's work in overcoming 
the old divisions in Europe and for his na- 
tion’s global efforts to promote peace and se- 
curity, from its support for the peace process 
in the Middle East to its vital help in the 
effort to halt proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction, to its commitment that we 
strongly share to win the struggle against ter- 
rorism. 

President Scalfaro told me about Italy's 
ambitious goals for its E.U. Presidency. The 
new transatlantic agenda, which I was proud 
to sign at Madrid at the U.S.-E.U. summit 
last December, promises to make our citi- 
zens on both sides of the Atlantic more se- 
cure and more prosperous. I am pleased with 
the cooperation we have enjoyed with Italy 
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on problems such as international crime, nar- 
cotics, and refugees. 

Finally, let me say we had a brief discus- 
sion of political change in Italy and through- 
out the world. Every nation in the West, in- 
cluding America, has been undergoing a pe- 
riod of adjustment in the wake of the end 
of the cold war. We in the United States are 
convinced that Italy's democracy is strong; 
its economy healthy; its people committed 
to playing a vital and constructive role on the 
world stage in the future as they have for 
so many decades. We are very pleased about 
that and, again, very glad to welcome you, 
Mr. President, to Washington. 

President Scalfaro. Thank you very 
much, Mr. President. Thank you for the invi- 
tation and for the welcome during the state 
visit. But above all, I would like to express 
my great satisfaction for the words that you 
have repeated during this meeting and that 
you have repeated to me when I finished my 
speech at the arrival ceremony. 

I have written down the sentences that 
have struck me the most and which are the 
reason for which I am so pleased with this 
meeting with you. As you said just earlier, 
Italy is a otlien force in the world. You 
added that in the meeting that we just had 
that we believe that Italy is a first-class ally 
in the international field, in all fields. And 
again, the American people—is very attached 
to the alliance between our two countries. 

This visit, which is a visit based on friend- 
ship, is a visit in which a head of state, such 
as myself, has lived through these 50 years 
following the end of the war, following the 
War of Liberation, and these were very dif- 
ficult years after the war, difficult recovery 
years. And based on de Gasperi’s policy, 
which has always been based first of all on 
the agreement among free people, de 
Gasperi has always taught us that the fun- 
damental approach of a state must be based, 
first of all, on foreign policy. And from this 
and the logic of things follows domestic pol- 
icy. And therefore, this agreement among 
free people has as its pillar the United States 
of America, with the sacrifice made by their 
men and through the various stages that I 
have aie earlier—the initial agree- 
ments that we struck in Italy among the polit- 
ical forces, and it was because of this that 
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we recognized in human rights and the val- 
ues of mankind the values of peace. 

Based on this approach, we have begun 
our fight against terrorism. I had the oppor- 
tunity for 4 years when I was Minister of 
the Interior when, at the time, I was able 
to subscribe the first agreement with the 
United States on this issue. The danger of 
this violence—in other words, the violence 
against man and the attack against man’s val- 
ues continues, persists today. 

I have said earlier and I repeat today, when 
faced with terrorism, negating human rights, 
there is no such thing as neutrality. There 
is no such thing as abstention. He who says 
he is neutral before the aggression against 
human rights, he who says that he has ab- 
stained from this, must undoubtedly be con- 
sidered as someone as being against the val- 
ues of mankind and man’s dignity. This is 
what our meeting was based on, and this is 
why I’m so pleased with our meeting. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 

President Clinton. Terry [Terence Hunt, 
Associated Press]. 


Russian Elections 


Q. Mr. President, from the IMF to your 
own administration, the West appears to be 
bending over backwards to support or bolster 
Boris Yeltsin as the Russian elections ap- 
proach. How important is it for the West to 
impede a comeback of the Communist Party 
in Russia, and what would be the repercus- 
sions if the communists succeed? 

President Clinton. Well, first of all, I 
think that none of us should take any position 
on the elections in another country, but the 
United States has been clearly on the side 
of reform in Russia, on both political and 
economic reform. And what would be the 
repercussions of an election, of a change in 
government in Russia would depend entirely 
on how the new government proceeded: 
what would be their policy on political re- 
form, on democracy and freedom; what 
would be their policy on relating to their 
neighbors; what would be their policy on eco- 
nomic reform in relating to the rest of the 
world? 

So we have to judge—first of all, leave all 
free countries and free elections to their own 
devices, and then, secondly, we evaluate 
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other countries based on what they do. But 
we have to say clearly that we are on the 
side of reform, political reform, democracy, 
respecting the rights of other countries, and 
economic reform. 

Could we have a question from an Italian 
journalist? Mr. President, would you like to 
call on—— 


Italian Elections 


Q. We are now in the largest democracy 
in the world. Can you confirm your doubts 
about the Presidentialism? Do you see any 
reason for authoritary 

President Clinton. Do I see any reason 
for what? Are you asking him or me? [Laugh- 
ter] 

President Scalfaro. You're asking me a 
question? Okay. All right, just so we under- 
stand each other, because if—first, I’m going 
to ask—all right, let’s do it one thing at a 
time. I'd like to hear the question first. Your 
question is based on the assumption—and 
lucky you who has this assumption—that I 
am concerned about—-so that if there is a 
Presidential solution—I don’t have these 
concerns. And since this debate grew from 
a speech that I gave to the Parliament in 
Mexico last week, I said precisely that I do 
not have any objections to a state based on 
a Presidential system. 

Now, if this sentence means that I’m 
against it, then you can explain it to me. I 
also added that what I believe to be crucial 
is that the Parliament must have full powers. 
And I said that wisdom would have it that 
there must be able to have a synthesis be- 
tween these two principles. 

Now if somebody says that I said that the 
Presidential system is dangerous, then that 
means that you think something, and you at- 
tribute it to me. I think—I have thoughts, 
but I don’t sublet my thoughts. This is as 
clear as I can be. Now if you want to debate 
it, then you can go ahead, but you can’t forget 
the fact that in Italy a few weeks ago, just 
a few weeks ago, I asked the government 
to—I asked Senator Maccanico to create the 
government. 

This did not come from me, because ac- 
cording to our constitutional laws, the head 
of state must gather all of the proposals from 
all the parties—from the right wing of Mr. 
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Fini, which had the support of Forza Italia, 
and these proposals were supported by the 
left wing of D’Alema. D’Alema said that— 
he said he could not—not be in favor of 
Maccanico, and that’s how this whole thing 
started. 

Excuse me, one minute—in this whole ex- 
ercise, the lady has a little bit more energy 
than the man, but you have to wait. In this 
attempt, there was a broad understanding on 
a semi-Presidential system, and a sentence 
that Fini expressed, and I think I’m going 
to repeat it verbatim here, is, “without morti- 
fying the Parliament in its exercise of its pow- 
ers,” and I won’t add anything more, because 
the political forces don’t want to add any- 
thing to it, and that’s it. 

President Clinton. | feel as if we just got 
to sit in on a little family feud here. [Laugh- 
ter| 

Helen [Helen Thomas, United Press 
International]. 


1996 Presidential Election 


Q. Mr. President, now that you know who 
your opponent will be in the November elec- 
tions, what do you think of him? Also, this 
election is being called, rightly or wrongly, 
the center against the middle. What do you 
think are the real issues that will divide the 
two candidates? 

President Clinton. Well, first of all, I 
think we should put off the politics for a little 
longer. I mean, for many people this election 
has gone on for—since the second I took my 
hand off the Bible in 1993. And I think that’s 
not always good for the United States. And 
we have work to do. 

Just last week, we at least extended the 
debt limit, passed the line-item veto, some- 
thing I have advocated for 3 years. We still 
have a balanced budget before us. I ho 
we can pass the right kind of balanced row 
et. We get the welfare reform issue before 
us. We have a lot of other—we've got the 
antiterrorism legislation, which I still hope 
can be rescued. 

So I think we should work on this. And 
I think I should do my job, and Senator Dole 
should do his. And we should not have a work 
stoppage between now and November just 
because we’ve got an election. Then at some 
point in the future, we'll have our conven- 
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tions, and there will be plenty of time to have 
the political campaigns. 

But I think the American people will sort 
out the differences pretty clearly. They laid 
their markers down last year. They passed 
their budget, and they said, “If we have the 
White House and the Congress, this is what 
we intend to do for America.” That's their 
message. Read their budget. And I have dif- 
ferent views, which I made clear last year. 
And we will be able to amplify those as we 
go forward. There are other differences as 
well. 

But the main point is that we are not yet 
in an election—at least we shouldn’t be— 
and we all are getting checks from the Amer- 
ican people, both of us are and those who 
support us, to go to work and show up here 
every day. We shouldn’t have a work stop- 
page between now and November. We ought 
to keep working until we pass a balanced 
budget, pass welfare reform, pass 
antiterrorism legislation, and keep going for- 
ward. 

Q. That’s not going to happen. 

President Clinton. | don’t think that you 
know that. I think that we might—I think 
we might do that. A lot of people thought 
that we wouldn’t have the line-item veto. I 
had to agree to wait until next year to exercise 
it, but I wanted it bad enough on the books 
that I was glad to do that. And we’ve done 
some other things that I think are worth 
doing. We lifted the earnings limits on Social 
Security, something I have long favored and 
I think will really benefit this country as the 
demographics of our work force change. So 
I think we can get things done here. We need 
to keep doing it. 

An Italian journalist. 


Italian Elections 


Q. A State Department report foresees a 
key role for the ex-Communist Party after 
the Italian political polls on April 21st. How 
would that affect the U.S.-Italian relation- 
ship? 

President Clinton. After the—how would 
what affect it? If we had a Communist-domi- 
nated government? 

Q. Yes. 

President Clinton. I'll answer the ques- 
tion the way I answered the question on Rus- 
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sia. First of all, we support freedom and de- 
mocracy in democratic countries. So, if any 
government emerges as a result of the free 
choice of the people, under the rules of the 
constitution and laws of any country, that is 
that nation’s business. We then evaluate 
those governments based on what their posi- 
tion is in relation to us: What is their eco- 
nomic position; what is their foreign policy 
position; what is their position on human 
rights and freedom? And that’s what we 
would do with any government. 

And if you look at the whole history of 
the way the Italian governments have 
emerged and conducted themselves in the 
last 50 years, I don’t know that we have any 
cause for concern, so I wouldn’t express any 
here. I think that’s up to the people of your 
country to decide what kind of ——— 
you have, and then you have to decide what 
the policies are. 

Brit [Brit Hume, ABC News]. 


1996 Presidential Election 


Q. Mr. President, to follow up on your last 
answer, Senator Dole and his advisers have 
indicated that the Senator will try during the 
course of this legislative session to pass as 
much of the Republican agenda as he can, 
to send it to you for your signature, or just 
as good for him politically, perhaps, your 
veto. Senator Daschle has indicated that he 
will do everything he can to block Senator 
Dole from doing that. So the very thing that 
you describe, the kind of political deadlock, 
election-year deadlock seems in prospect. I 
wonder if you might have some advice for 
both sides in that. 

President Clinton. That’s what they say 
now, but you know, Senator Dole’s just been 
through all these primaries, and you know, 
since the whole purpose of the primaries was 
to nominate someone that hopefully will de- 
feat me in November, they had to—they 
ginned up a lot of red meat, and they got 
their juices flowing, and that’s what they 
were doing out there. 

But I would just say that the right thing 
for the country is for us to pass a balanced 
budget plan. We have now both identified 
more than enough savings to get there. They 
know what I cannot accept. We have 95 per- 
cent agreement, I think, on welfare reform, 
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and we are very close on some other things— 
I just think it would be a mistake not to do 
this—so there will be still plenty of things 
we disagree on. I mean, after all, they put 
their marker down last year. You can see it 
in their budget. I mean, there’s plenty of dif- 
ferences between us that won't be evapo- 
rated by anything we do that’s good for 
America between now and November, but 
we both have jobs to do and we ought to 
do them. 

It may be that they will try to pass bills 
that they know that I will have to veto, but 
I'd far rather sign them. And I just hope we 
can avoid this sort of gridiock. There’s no 
need for it, particularly if you look on the 
budget, if you look at how we've identified— 
the American people must have a difficult 
time understanding how both sides could 
identify more than $700 billion worth of sav- 
ings, which is more than enough to balance 
the budget and give a middle-class tax cut 
to support childrearing and not do it. 

I think that'll be very hard to explain. But 
I don’t have a vote in Congress; I can only 
urge them to do it. 

Is there an Italian question? 


Extraterritorial Impact of Sanctions 


Q. Mr. President, the U.S. has always been 
pro-free trade as a country. But recently, 
Congress has passed a couple of bills, the 
D’Amato bill and the Helms-Burton bill, that 
are introducing secondary boycott and the 
concept of extraterritoriality of U.S. law. This 
will create a problem for many international 
companies, European companies and Italian 
companies who want to do business with the 
U.S. Don’t you think that, by signing those 
laws, you will send the wrong message of the 
outside wall? 

And just a question for President Scalfaro. 
Mr. President, did you talk about Ustica and 
the fact that NATO may have important doc- 
uments that would help to resolve this issue? 

President Clinton. Let me answer your 
first question. With regard to the Helms-Bur- 
ton legislation, the United States believes 
that we need to take a very firm position in 
our dealings with Cuba, which is the only 
nondemocratic country left in our hemi- 
sphere, and which recently shot down two 
American civilian airplanes over international 
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airspace, in plain violation of international 
law. 

The Helms-Burton bill provides the Presi- 
dent with a waiver authority which I believe 
makes it possible for me to implement that 
bill in a way that does not violate the com- 
mercial rules and regulations governing na- 
tions and that will not undermine our strong, 
broad-based, and consistent commitment to 
open trade among nations, and I will do my 
best to do that. 

Perhaps the President would like to an- 
swer the question you asked him. 


1980 Ustica Island Airline Tragedy 


President Scalfaro. Yes, 1 did speak 
about this issue with President Clinton. Obvi- 
ously, I didn’t ask him the questions because 
this is a NATO issue, but I did ask him for 
his support for the Italian request, and I told 
him that this request did not come from po- 
litical circles but came from a judge, the 
judge who has been responsible for this long 
trial. 

J also added that there is a right—the right 
for Italy, which is part of NATO, to know 
the facts. Second lei there’s a right, and 
it’s even stronger a right that cannot dis- 
appear, which is the families’ natural right 
to know how their loved ones died. 

I also added that, in my opinion, that if 
we were to be denied this request, it could 
cause speculation which could not help any- 
one. President Clinton very kindly replied to 
me that he had never discussed this issue 
before in NATO, but that he would gladly 
examine the case and that he would give his 
—— to the request made by the Italian 
judges. 

President Clinton. Ann [Ann Devroy, 
Washington Post). 


Judge Harold Baer 


Q. Mr. President, is it proper for the 
White House to criticize a sitting Federal 
judge, and do you now regret appointing 
Judge Baer in New York? 

President Clinton. Let me answer—you 
have two questions: Number one, I don’t re- 
gret appointing him; number two, I think it 
is proper for the White House to say, or for 
the President personally to say if he disagrees 
with a judge’s opinion. 
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After all, I think there’s been a little over- 
reaction to this. The judge has lifetime ten- 
ure. So that to insulate the judge in our sys- 
tem from pressure, that does not mean that 
any judge should be entitled or any court 
should be entitled not only to lifetime tenure 
but a gag rule on everyone else. 

So I supported the position taken by our 
United States Attorney in New York. On the 
other hand, I think that it’s important not 
to get into the business of characterizing 
judges based on one decision they make. 
Judge Baer had a rehearing on it, made a 
decision, and I have nothing to add to what 
our United States Attorney said. But I think 
that it’s very important that we say—at least 
for me to say—I support the system we have, 
I support the independence of the Federal 
judiciary. I do not believe that means that 
those of us who disagree with particular deci- 
sions should refrain from saying we disagree 
with them. It doesn’t mean we won't o 
them; we'll all obey them. But if we don’t 
agree and we have reasons for not agreeing, 
we should be free to say that. And that’s what 
I think should be done. 

Now beyond that, however, I don’t think 
it’s fair to just characterize a judge or judges 
in some sort of sweeping way, as apparently 
members of the other party are now begin- 
ning to do. And I’m a little perplexed by that 
since I think only three of my judges had 
any—any of the ones I've appointed—had 
any Republicans voting against them. I be- 
lieve all the rest of them went through with- 
out Republican opposition. 

And there have been many articles talking 
about how, number one, the judges I have 
appointed had the highest ratings from the 
American Bar Association of any President 
since the appointments have been made; 
number two, they were more diverse in 
terms of gender and race; but number three, 
I have been criticized from all sides because 
they are less ideological. I didn’t—I have 
tried to appoint good, sensible people to the 
bench. 

So I hope that we won't have a big attempt 
to turn this into a political campaign issue. 
I think that it’s obvious what is going on here. 
The people on the other side are sort of em- 
barrassed about their crime record. They 
fought the crime bill. They fought the 
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100,000 police. They fought the Brady bill. 
They fought the assault weapons ban. They 
fought things that they used to say they were 
for, so now they think they can sort of get 
well by making some outrageous claims 
about the judges I have appointed. 

But that does not mean that every Amer- 
ican shouldn’t feel free to express his or her 
opinion on a particular decision. That’s why 
you give these judges the insulation, but you 
still permit the free debate. 


Visiting Heads of State 


Q. You talked about European heads of 
state who come to the United States to pro- 
mote themselves. Were you referring to a 
specific case? 

President Scalfaro. No, if 1 were refer- 
ring to someone in particular, I would have 
said so. You know me better than that. I said 
that there is a tradition. It’s not a new tradi- 
tion, and you know it very well. This is the 
tradition that, following the Second World 
War, that heads of state come here because 
it’s a huge publicity stunt that they used in 
their own countries, or they do it to promote 
themselves. I wanted to say that this is not 
my case, and I would be offended, and it 
would be a lack of respect for the United 
States and for the President of the United 
States, but also for Italy and for myself. And 
that’s all I have to say. 

President Clinton. Thank you very much. 


NoTE: The President’s 117th news conference 
began at 12:36 p.m. in Room 450 of the Old Exec- 
utive Office Building. President Scalfaro spoke in 
Italian, and his remarks were translated by an in- 
terpreter. 


Interview With Jon Miller and Fred 
Manfra of WBAL Radio in Baltimore, 
Maryland 


April 2, 1996 


Q. Here’s the pitch to Bobby Bonilla, and 
Bonilla takes ball one outside. So I guess that 
ends some of the conversations about how 
Cone’s arm is. 

Hey, and look who just stopped in. Mr. 
President. 

The President. iow are you? 
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Q. How are you, Mr. President? Bill Clin- 
ton is here with us. The pitch to Bonilla 

The President. I’m the good luck charm 
when I’m on this radio— 

Q. Oh, yeah, definitely. In fact, when you 
were with us last year, Bobby Bonilla came 
up and promptly hit one over the center field 
wall, and he drives this one deep into right 
center field 

The President. No, no. Yes. 

Q. This one is bouncing over the wall. 

The President. Ground rule double. 

Q. And right after Bonilla hit that home 
run, then Ripken came up, and he did the 
same thing. In fact, President Clinton, you 
broadcast that Ripken home run which was 
an historic night. You were part of it. So let’s 
go back now and take a listen here. This is 
how it happened. 


[At this point, WBAL played an audiotape 
of the President’s remarks in 1995. | 


The President. That was a great day. 

Q. We've played that 500 times since then, 
and everybody loves that. Here’s Cal the fol- 
lowing season as we pick up again, and Presi- 
dent Clinton is here with us. And again, ev- 
erybody with such indelible memories of that 
great night, Mr. President. What do you 
think now? Cal taking ball one from Appier. 

The President. Well, he’s got the only two 
RBI’s, doesn’t he? 

Q. Two-run single in the first inning for 
Cal, and now we're a 2-2 ball game. 

I’m glad you were able to come over today. 
We thought you might be able to be here 
yesterday, and then we got rained out. But 
we're very pleased. 

The President. Beautiful day today, 
though, isn’t it? 

Q. Fantastic. 

The President. And the wind’s not too 
bad inside which is good. 

Q. Two and 0 to Cal Ripken. Bonilla at 
second. Down around the knees. 

The President. Strike. 

Q. Two balls and one strike. 

The President. A little too low to hit, 
though. 

Q. Did you get a chance to see Cal before 
the game? 

The President. Yes. He baited me about 
going out on the pitcher's mound because 
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last year I stood in front of the mound and 
started—{laughter|—so he said, you know, 
“That’s what that mound is there for. You’re 
supposed to step up on top of it.” [Laughter] 

Q. And he fouls it off back on the plate. 

The President. So 1 asked him if he were 
baiting me. He said, “No, no.” He said, “If 
you don’t want to go out there and do what 
you're supposed to do, it’s all right with me.” 
[Laughter 

Q. Well that’s great. You got the Ripken 
treatment. 

The President. So | had to go up there 
and stand on the mound. 

Q. You're like part of the family now if 
he was talking to you like that. Well, you 
stood up there, and you threw a strike in 
there. Nice going. 

The President. It was a slow strike, but 
I got it over. 

Q. Two and 2 to Cal Ripken, batting with 
two down and Bonilla at second in the last 
of the third inning. Kevin Appier. 

The President. He hit a hard ball there. 
That was a hard, good double. 

Q. Now the pitch. There’s a looping liner. 
Shailow center 

The President. Get down. Get down. 

Q. Base hit. Here comes Bonilla, and 
Ripken has done it again. Another Presi- 
dential base hit for Cal Ripken. We may have 
to have you on every time he bats. 

Well, it looked like he got a little slider 
that kind of hung up there above the knees, 
and he blooped it into shallow center. And 
Bobby Bonilla scored. I have a feeling that 
Alomar, Palmeiro, Bonilla, Ripken, they're 
going to combine for a few runs this year. 

The President. They'll do well. And this 
guy, Surhoff, is good, too. He can hit. 

Q. He hit .320 last year with Milwaukee. 
Very fine. Not a power-type hitter, but he 
gets the ball to all fields, and he takes ball 
one, down and in, on a breaking ball. One 
ball and no strikes. 

Now last year you had your daughter, 
Chelsea, here and 

The President. She was here. She’s a little 
jealous that I’m here today, but she had to 
go to school today. [Laughter] You know, she 
and her mother just took a wonderful trip. 
They went to see our forces in Bosnia, and 
then they went to Turkey and Greece. So 
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I told her she got to go to Turkey, Greece, 
and Bosnia, and I got to go to Baltimore. 
[Laughter] 

Q. So you're even. 

The President. That’s the deal. That's 
right. 

Q. Yeah, you’re even. Here’s a foul ball 
back into the upper deck. One ball, one 
strike, to Surhoff. 

Well, we thought maybe she’d get spring 
break or something. Next time on opening 
day, declare spring Break over here. 

One ball, one strike—— 

The President. They missed so many days 
this winter; they need to go more, not less. 

Q. That’s right. 

The President. It’s good to see springtime 
out here, isn’t it? 

Q. It sure is. 

The President. We had a tough winter. 

Q. Baseball has brought the oan back. 

There’s a pitch inside to Surhoff. Two and 
1, the count. 

The President. Look at the flag blowing 
up there. You'll see how hard the wind is, 
though, and you don’t feel it in here which 
is good. 

Q. Yeah, I've been downtown on top of 
one of the buildings. The flag is standing 
straight out at attention out there, but inside 
here, very comfortable. 

But I was impressed. I mean, you walked 
out on the mound, and we've seen guys 
bounce them in there. But you put it right 
in. Did you warm up ahead of time? 

The President. | did. I got to—hurry. 

Q. Pop foul over third base side over into 
the seats, reaching in. 

The President. He nearly got there, didn’t 
he? 

Q. Yeah. And not getting it was Lockhart. 
Gave it a good shot. Two and 2, the count. 

Who warmed you up? You played catch 
with somebody? 

The President. Well, Mr. Angelos threw 
me a few balls. 

Q. Yeah? 

The President. Yeah—{laughter|—be- 
lieve it or not. We threw about 20 balls to- 
gether, and then I threw about 20, 30 more 
balls down there, just fooling around. And 
then I came out and put a jacket on and a 
cap on. 
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Q. Two and 2 to Surhoff. And a fast ball 
tailing outside for a ball. Three and 2, the 
count. 

Well, we put out 7. and CD’s of the 
whole Ripken thing last September and 
raised money for charity. 

The President. That's great. 

Q. And everywhere we went after they 
completed that, people commenting about 
how much fun it was that you were on the 
air. And when Cal hit that home run, it was— 
there you were, the First Fan. 

The President. Well, we were all so 
happy, you know. It was a—what? 

Q. That’s what B.J. Surhoff is saying as 
they call him out on strikes. 

The President. It looked like it was inside, 
didn’t it? 

Q. Two feet inside, I thought. And that’s 
what B.J.’s arguing, too. But he’s called out 
on strikes. 

The President. 1 told—I went down to 
see the umpires before the game, and I said 
that I really wanted to see them because they 
were the only people in the country that got 
second-guessed more than I did. [Laughter] 
So I like those guys. I’m for them, you ae 
They are the company misery loves. [Laugh- 
ter] 

Q. Well, that’s it for the Orioles in the 
third inning. The President of the United 
States is here with us, Bill Clinton. 

The President. One run on two hits. 

Q. And one man left on. 

The President. Yes. 

Q. And at the end of three, it’s the Orioles, 
3; Kansas City, 2. 


[At this point, WBAL took a commercial 
break. | 


Q. Inning number four, now, at Camden 
Yards. Jon Miller, Fred Manfra, along with 
the President of the United States, Bill Clin- 
ton, as the Royals come to bat. The Orioles 
are back in front, 3 to 2. Johnny Daemon 
stands in, a left-handed hitter. Takes a strike 
from Mike Mussina. 

President Clinton was just commenting to 
us between innings about what a beautiful 
scene it is here at Camden Yards. 

The President. It’s just magnificent today. 
I wish everybody could see it. It’s so really 
beautiful. 
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Q. There’s a pop-up, shallow left. Ripken, 
the shortstop, out. Near the foul line on the 
outfield grass. And he makes the catch. 

The President. 1 think everybody here’s 
having a good time. Just the feel of being 
here, you know, makes you so happy. 

Q. You know, it’s been said that—I mean, 
opening day in baseball really, actually for 
a baseball fan, carries all of the same senti- 
ment that we ascribe to New Year’s Eve, you 
know, a clean slate, a fresh start, high hopes. 

The President. You bet. 

Q. But it’s even more tangible in baseball 
because we really know that they've got a 
shot. 

Here is Michael Tucker, the clean-up man. 
Three to 2 for the Orioles. And the pitch, 
and it’s a ball down and in. 

Now you were telling us between innings 
that you had a chance to go down to Atlanta 
and see the layout there. 

The President. 1 looked at the Olympic 
Stadium which is magnificent. The American 
people will love it. And then after the Olym- 
pics, a section in the back is going to be taken 
down like what we now see from here over 
center field, and it’s going to be converted 
into the Braves’ new stadium. 

But the unique thing about it is, it’s going 
to be—the base line is going to be even clos- 
er—I mean, the foul line is going to be even 
closer and the base line, too, to the stands 
than here. And home plate’s going to be even 
tucked in tighter than here, so that the aver- 
age distance from base line to the stands will 
be about 45 feet. And the major league ball- 
park average is something like 70 feet. So 
even though the Braves have this magnificent 
pitching staff, they’re going to be tested be- 
cause they won't get as many easy foul-outs. 

Q. Here’s a fly ball, shallow left. In comes 
Hammonds, and he makes the catch for out 
number two. 

Well, that’s a good point because, I mean, 
the current stadium in Atlanta probably has 
more foul territory than any other ball park. 

The President. Yes. A little more than av- 
erage, yeah. 

Q. Yeah. 

The President. But, I mean, the pitchers 
are fabulous. So they'll do fine. But it just 
interested me that they are going to have a 
little extra handicap there. And of course, vis- 
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iting pitching staffs as well. So they—argu- 
ably, it will be a fair fight on everythin 

Q. So it sounds like they didn’t m Greg 
Maddux pee how they should build that 
ballpark. [Laughter] 

The Presi t. Actually, I asked him 
about it when they were—when the Braves 
came to the White House for the World Se- 
ries, and their starting—you know, their big 
four were all there, and they didn’t seem too 
worried about it. They were ready to roll. 

Q. If you’re good, you’re good. 

The President. Yeah. 

Q. Mussina here, I mean, there’s less foul 
territory than average here, and doesn’t seem 
to bother him much. 

The President. He’s a fine pitcher. Oh, 
he’s so good. 

Q. The batter is Keith Lockhart, and it’s 
one ball and one strike. 

The President. Mussina’s got a great fu- 
ture, too. I mean, he’s got a—young, strong. 

Q. Young guy. Still lives in his hometown. 
Goes up and coaches the basketball team in 
his old high school. You know, instead of 
going off on some yacht to the south of 
France, I mean, he’s just back home, and 
he likes to work with the young kids. 

Two and 1 to Lockhart. Where are you 
headed now? You've got—— 

The President. I've got to go back to— 
the President of Italy is here today. And 
we're having the Italian state dinner tonight. 

Q. Now, in fact, I understand that my 
buddy Keith Berman from ESPN is sup- 
posed to be a guest at that state dinner. 

The President. | think that’s right. I think 
he’s going to be there. 

Q. Well, keep him away from the Presi- 
dent of Italy. That’s all I can say. [Laughter] 

The President. And we're going to have 
a lot of distinguished Italian-Americans. 

Q. Two-2 pitch now to Lockhart. That's 
a base hit down the left field line. Hammonds 
hustles over to cut it off. Rounding first and 
holding is Lockhart with his second straight 
hit. Three to 2, Kansas City trailing the Ori- 
oles here in the fourth inning. 

Well, that sounds like a great night. And 
again, we really appreciate your stopping by. 

The President. Thanks. Glad to do it. 

Q. Any time you feel like a ball game, well, 
stop by and visit us. 
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The President. You've got a deal. 

Q. All right. 

The President. Thank you. 

Q. That’s the President, Bill Clinton, 
threw out the first ball—threw a strike, I 
might add, and he actually warmed up, he 
said, with Orioles’ Chairman of the Board 
Peter Angelos ahead of time. 

The President. 1 did, and I was on the 
pitcher’s mound because Ripken taunted me 
up there. [Laughter] 

Thank you. 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. 

The President. That's a pop-up. 


Note: The President spoke at 4:21 p.m. in the 
WBAL broadcast booth at Orioles Park at Cam- 
den Yards. A portion of this interview could not 
be verified because the tape was incomplete. 


Interview With Mel Proctor, Jim 
Palmer, and Mike Flanagan of Home 
Team Sports in Baltimore 

April 2, 1996 


Q. Welcome back to Camden Yards. The 
Orioles lead the Kansas City Royals 3-2. It 
is opening day, and President Bill Clinton 
was here today to throw out the first ball, 
and he'll be joining us momentarily, as soon 
as we get him miked up. 

Well, we've got two right-handers, myself 
and Jim Palmer, and two left-handers in the 
booth now, Flanagan and the President. 

Q. We finally have some balance up here. 

Q. Can we get a Presidential chair in here? 
Thank you very much. 

How are you, sir? 

The President. Great. It’s been a good 
game, don’t you think? 

Q. I agree. 

The President. And a beautiful day. 

Q. What was that first pitch you threw? 
Fast ball, slider, curve? 

The President. It wasn’t fast. It wasn’t 
fast, but I had a good time. 

Q. This is a good time of the year for you. 
I know you're a big college basketball fan, 
having gone to Arkansas. Unfortunately, the 
Razorbacks were eliminated, didn’t make it 
to the finals. 

The President. | was very proud of them. 
They started four freshmen and made it to 
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the Sweet 16, so I think they did well. It 
was a great tournament this year, I think. Ev- 
e y who watched the games must have 
felt it was a great tournament. 

Q. I know you love being here on opening 
day. 

The President. | do. And this has been 
exciting, you know? It’s great to see this new 
Baltimore team. You know, they've got a 
chance to go all the way, and yet if my count’s 
right, all their RBI’s go to Mr. Ripken today. 

Q. That's right. [Laughter] 

Q. Yes, he got 30 percent of what he had 
in all spring training. And of course, they all 
want to get to the White House, because I 
know you had the Atlanta Braves there in 
early March. 

The President. | did. 

Q. I know you get out to a game or two 
during the season. Do you watch at the 
White House when you're home? 

The President. I do quite often. 1 watch 
the games when they're on, especially at 
night. When I come home late at night and 
I'm kind of keyed up and I don’t want to 
go to sleep, I often watch the games. 

Q. A drive to right center field, Johnny 
Daemon makes the catch on the warning 
track. 

The President. Great play. That’s a great 
play. 

Q. Johnny Daemon taking an extra base 
hit away from Chris Hoiles. So you were say- 
ing you watch our games late at night. I guess 
in essence what you're saying is that we put 
you to sleep. 

The President. Or keep me awake. 
[Laughter] 

Q. This is the youngster that last year, at 
Double A, got about 188 at bats, but the rea- 
son Bob Boone left him in center field, even 
though they have a very good center fielder 
in Tom Goodwin, is because of his ability 
to make plays like that. 

Q. Here’s Tony Tarasco, who struck out 
his first time up. 

Q. Did you play baseball yourself in high 
school? 

The President. My school didn’t have a 
team, but we had church league and Boys 
Club. We had all those. I played in some 
of those teams when I was a kid. I loved it. 
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Q. I know you love to golf; did you play 
any other sports growing up? 

The President. Yes, but only—not in 
school; I played church league basketball, 
softball, baseball, but you know, everybody 
that grew up where I did wound up loving 
sports. 

Q. Now, are you allowed to have a favorite 
team? 

The President. | think so. In the basket- 
ball years-—in the basketball season, excuse 
me, people understand it when I cheer for 
my home State team or for my alma mater, 
Georgetown. And when I was a kid, interest- 
ingly enough, in Arkansas, the St. Louis Car- 
dinals were the closest baseball team to us. 
There were no Texas teams then. So we used 
to listen to Cardinals baseball. That’s what 
I studied to when I was a boy. 

Q. Is that right? 

The President. Yes. 

Q. I know you were out here last year 
when Cal Ripken broke Lou Gehrig’s con- 
secutive game streak. 

The President. | was. 

Q. What did that mean to you? 

The President. | think it meant a lot to 
me not only as a baseball fan but as a citizen 
and as the President now of someone who 
really wants this country to work well. The 
idea that a man could show that kind of dis- 
cipline and devotion to his work and stay with 
one team for a career in a time and age when 
a lot of people don’t last very long because 
they don’t have the discipline to do it and 
just go for the big-time bucks in the short 
run and float around from team to team, or 
in the case of non-athletes from company to 
company, I think it really sort of was reassur- 
ing, not only to me but to the American peo- 

le to see that kind of record set and see 
that kind of discipline and loyalty. I liked it 
a lot. 

Q. Are you aware that Ken Griffey, Jr., 
is a Presidential candidate and has promised, 
if elected, to let people not pay taxes for 2 
months? 

The President. Yes, I'm worried about 
that. I’m worried about him. I figure that— 
at the very least he’s going to take more votes 
away from me than Senator Dole. [Laughter] 
I’m really worried about it. I think—you 
know, I’ve always been a big fan of his. I 
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feel sort of stabbed by it. It’s. breaking my 
heart. 

Q. You wouldn’t consider that, would you? 

The President. What? 

Q. Not having taxes for 2 months? 

The President. What I want to know is 
how he’s going to pay the bills. I'll consider 
it. I want to hear the rest of the deal. How 
is he going to not pay the bills? 

Q. Base hit for Jeffrey Hammonds, who 
is two for two—a double his first time up 
and now a single. So that’s a good sign. Ham- 
monds is back healthy and swinging the bat 
well. 

The President. Looking good. 

Q. Getting back to Cal Ripken and all of 
the pressure that he must have been under 
last year during that streak—and you can cer- 
tainly identify with pressure in your office— 
what do you see about the way he handled 
the pressure? 

The President. | think he did what I try 
to do; he didn’t vary his routine. He just fo- 
cused on the day that was before him. And 
I think that he must have had the record in 
mind, but it didn’t paralyze his play. Even 
the night he was here, the night he broke 
the record, he hit a home run on a 0-3 pitch. 
So he still had enough presence of mind not 
to even just take the walk, you know? He 
was there, ready. He was playing. He was 
alive to every moment, and | think that’s 
what you have to do. When you’re under a 
lot of pressure, you have to just take a deep 
breath and do what you know to do. 

Q. Pitch is low to Brady Anderson, who 
has struck out and grounded out. We're visit- 
ing with President Clinton. 

The President. | think you've got to give 
a lot of credit to conditioning, too. And the 
way he keeps himself in shape in the off- 
season and during the season must have an 
incredible amount to do with the fact that 
he was able to play relatively injury-free all 
these years. And that requires a lot of dis- 
cipline. 

Q. And you know, a lot of discipline— 
Mike and I played for the Orioles for a num- 
ber of years, and a lot of people wonder what 
it’s like to play in the big league. Are you 
enjoying being President? Is it what you 
thought it was going to be? 
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The President. Yes. Oh, yes, 1 enjoy it 
very much. I’m honored every day when I 
go to work. There are some parts of it that 
are a little rougher than I thought it would 
be, but I have no complaints. I signed on 
for the whole show, and I’m just honored 
to have a chance to do it, to make a dif- 
ference, to stand up for what I believe in, 
and to serve. It’s an incredible opportunity, 
and if I had it to do over again, I'd do it 
in a heartbeat. 

Q. There are no off days as President? 

The President. No. But I always tell ev- 
erybody 

Q. Even Cal gets one off in the spring. 

The President. ——even the bad days are 
good, you know? Even the bad days are good. 
You know, the only frustrating thing is when 
come up against a problem that you 

now cries out for some sort of resolution, 
and you're not sure you have the power to 
do anything about it, or when you get a prob- 
lem where it seems 50-50 on both sides, you 
just have to kind of feel your way through 
to the answer, but you’re not—neither you 
nor anyone else can be sure about whether 
it will come out all right. Those things are 
frustrating, but in terms of the pressure and 
the tension of the job, I don’t mind that at 
all. I like it. It’s part of the challenge. 

Q. Three and 0, the count to Brady Ander- 
son. Jeffrey Hammonds is at first with two 
outs. 

The President. Come on, Brady, you need 
a hit. 

Q. There goes Hammonds, throw to sec- 
ond by MacFarlane. He bounces it. 

The President. He made it. 

Q. But it gets him anyway. 

The President. No. 

Q. You don’t think so, Mr. President? 

The President. | don’t think so. 

Q. Well, maybe we can get the umpire 
to change it. 

Q. Could we appeal? 

The President. No, no. I went to see the 
umpires before the game. Let’s look again. 

Q. Did they have their glasses on? 

The President. Yes, they got him. 

Q. They did. 

The President. They got him. He was 
right. 
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Q. We'll be back, Mr. President, in a mo- 
ment. Take a commercial break, we'll be 
right back. 


[At this point, HTS took a commercial break. | 


Q. Welcome back to Camden Yards. Mel 
Proctor with Jim Palmer, Mike Flanagan. 
We're visiting with the President of the Unit- 
ed States, Mr. Bill Clinton, who is enjoying 
opening day here at the ball park. 

Good to have you with us. 

The President. Thank you. It’s really 
beautiful here, isn’t it? It’s a fabulous park. 

Q. We think it’s the best. 

The President. One nice thing is, look 
how hard the wind is blowing, and you see 
the flags up there, and yet it’s kind of calm 
in here, so it doesn’t seem to be distracting 
the game. 

Q. Joe Vidiella will lead off the fifth inning 
for the Royals, with the Orioles ahead 3-2. 
Vidiella was called out on strikes his first time 
up. 
We were talking about your job and the 
enjoyment you derive from it, but what is 
the biggest challenge you have faced so far 
since you have been in office? 

The President. The initial challenge was 
to try to ge the economy turned around and 
get the deficit down, get the interest rates 
down, get the jobs coming back into the 
economy. Now the big frustration is how to 
make—how to get that economic benefit 
of—we have over 8 million new jobs in the 
economy. Unemployment is low, lower than 
the last 25-year average. But there’s still a 
lot of people that feel uncertain, because 
things are changing so fast. And now the big- 
gest challenge is figuring out how to keep 
the job machine going and still give the base- 
ball fans in America, the working people, the 
security that they deserve while they are on 
the job, some certainty that if they work 
harder they can get a raise, they can have 
a retirement, they can provide health care 
for their kids, that kind of thing. 

And no one knows how to do this. It’s a 
new challenge. We have never had a time 
before when we generated so many new jobs, 
and the economy was performing well but 
we still have people uncertain out there. So 
that’s our biggest challenge today. 
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Q. One out, Mike MacFarlane up for the 
Royals. He doubled and scored his first time 
up. 
We were talking about somewhat of a 
background in sports as a youngster. Did you 
take any lessons away from competition that 
you use now in your life and on the job? 

The President. Absolutely. Two, particu- 
larly. No matter how good you are at what 
you're doing, most things work out better 
when teams do it together. People work bet- 
ter together than they do on their own most 
of the time. And the second lesson is the 
obvious one: Never give up. It’s not over till 
it’s over. 

Q. Were you very frustrated as a sports 
fan during the baseball strike? 

The President. Yes, very. Especially that 
year. It’s something that you can identify with 
as a pitcher. It was the greatest hitting year 
in 50 years. I mean, for people like me that 
grew up memorizing the baseball statistics, 
not just of all of my heroes in the fifties when 
I was a boy but going back to the twenties 
and thirties, I knew the hitting records of 
all the old players. The idea that we were 
going to have a—literally a 50-year record 
in hitting. And I know there are all kind of 
reasons for it, the expansion teams. I know 
all that. But to see that just thrown away, 
it just broke my heart. For all us of nuts, 
it was a bad deal. 

Q. Thanks for being with us, sir. It’s been 
a pleasure. 

The President. Thanks. 

Q. Come back any time. 

The President. Thank you. This, however, 
is going to be a good year. 

Q. Yeah, I imagine, and a busy year. 

The President. A good year for baseball. 

Q. And also a busy year for you. 

The President. But I'll still keep up. 

Q. Okay. Good luck. Nice seeing you. 

Q. A real pleasure. 

The President. Thank you. 

Q. We'll be back with more from Camden 
Yards in a moment. Thank you, Mr. Presi- 
dent. 

The President. Give me a golf game some 
day. 

Q. Okay. You got a deal. 
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NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 4:30 
p-m. in the HTS broadcast booth at Orioles Park 
at Camden Yards. 


Remarks at a Dinner Honoring 
President Scalfaro 
April 2, 1996 


Ladies and gentlemen, good evening. 
President Scalfaro, Mariana Scalfaro, mem- 
bers of the Italian delegation, distinguished 
guests: Hillary and I are delighted to wel- 
come President Scalfaro to the White House. 
We were so warmly received by him in both 
Rome and Naples in 1994. 

President Scalfaro’s long public career and 
his lifelong devotion to the people of Italy 
mark him as one of the great democrats of 
our era. He has always been a great friend 
of the United States. And during the tremen- 
dous changes that have affected Italy and all 
Western democracies since the end of the 
cold war, he has been a clear voice for civility 
and decency in public life. 

Today we had a serious talk about the is- 
sues we are working on together, but tonight 
it is fitting that we llc the extraor- 
dinary friendship between Italy and the Unit- 
ed States and between the people of Italy 
and the people of the United States. And to- 
night, Mr. President, on behalf of all the 
American people, we thank Italy for the 
greatest of all its gifts to us, its people. For 
America has been enriched beyond measure 
by Italian-Americans. In this century we have 
been treated to supreme grace on our sport- 
ing fields by athletes from Joe Dimaggio to 
Joe Montana. In the fine arts we’ve been 
blessed with the exuberance of Italians in 
music from Toscanini to Sinatra to Jon Bon 
Jovi. [Laughter] We have seen the path- 
breaking innovation of Frank Stella in paint- 
ing, and we have seen Italian after Italian 
after Italian grace the silver screen, from 
Frank Capra to this year’s best actor, Nich- 
olas Cage. 

We a as everyone knows, benefited 
enormously from contributions to our public 
life from the legendary Fiorello LaGuardia 
to Senator John Pastore, Judge John Sirica, 
Governor Cuomo, Geraldine Ferraro, the 
many Italian-American mayors here tonight, 
the many Italian-Americans now serving in 
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Congress, and to the Italian-Americans who 
serve on the court, beginning with the Su- 
preme Court Justice, who has also joined us 
this evening. 

Of course, there are millions more. The 
Italian-Americans who built our businesses 
and our farms, who are the backbone of our 
communities, they deserve so much of the 
credit for America’s strength and greatness. 

Many believe the remarkable story of Ital- 
ians in America began with the immigration 
at the early part of this century. But in fact, 
the pattern was set long before that by an 
Italian named Henry de Tonti, born Enrico 
Tonti in Gaeta. A renowned soldier, some- 
time diplomat, fearless adventurer, Tonti was 
the most trusted deputy of the great French 
explorer, La Salle. You could say he was La 
Salle’s Leon Panetta. [Laughter] 

He had an incredible string of accomplish- 
ments. He was the first European to build 
a ship on our Great Lakes. He and La Salle 
together explored the Mississippi River. He 
brought settlers and traders to the great State 
of Illinois. And historians credit him with 
being the true father of that State. 

This remarkable Italian came to my atten- 
tion because in 1686 he founded a settlement 
about midway between Illinois and the Gulf 
of Mexico on the Mississippi River. The town 
became known as Arkansas Post, the very 
first settlement in my home State. 

La Salle said that Tonti’s energy and re- 
solve made him, and I quote, “equal to any- 
thing.” In their long and rich history, Italian- 
Americans have proved themselves equal to 
anything. And so the extraordinary friendship 
between the United States and Italy has also 
proved equal to anything. 

The extraordinary friendship between the 
United States and Italy, rooted in our com- 
mon love of liberty and democracy, our 
shared energy and resolve, will help us rise 
to the challenges of the 21st century and will 
ensure that we will always be the closest of 
allies, the best of friends. 

And so ladies and gentlemen, let us raise 
a glass to the partnership between our na- 
tions, to the Italian-American community, to 
the President of Italy and his daughter. Viva 
l'Italia, and God bless America. 
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NOTE: The President spoke at 8:37 p.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. 


Proclamation 6877—National Day of 
Prayer, 1996 
April 2, 1996 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 
America’s heritage is rich with expressions 


of faith in God. Indeed, the desire for reli- 
gious freedom was one of the chief reasons 
that early settlers risked their lives to come 
to —— land. Many of those who braved the 
lon journey were men and women 
of pants religious beliefs who sought a new 
home where ae might worship without per- 
secution. The authors of our Constitution 
recognized this history in the language of the 
first amendment, and through times of un- 
certainty, sorrow, and pain, the citizens of 
the United States have called upon the wis- 
dom and mercy of the Almighty for guidance 
and strength. 

A National Day of Prayer, first proclaimed 
by the Continental Congress in 1775, stems 
from the understanding that faith is a fun- 
damental part of our Nation’s social fabric. 
In an impassioned speech before the Con- 
stitutional Convention in 1787, Benjamin 
Franklin put the importance of prayer in per- 

Ro proposing that “. . . prayers im- 
ring the assistance of Heaven, and its 
nen on our deliberations, be held in this 
Assembly every morning before we proceed 
to business . . . .” And so it has been to this 
day in statehouses all over our great land. 

Today we cherish the liberties the first im- 
migrants fought so hard to obtain, and we 
enjoy a degree of freedom and prosperity 
only dreamed of 200 years ago. And though 
our citizens come from every nation on Earth 
and observe an extraordinary variety of reli- 
gious faith and traditions, prayer remains at 
the heart of the American spirit. We face 
many of the same challenges as our fore- 
bears—ensuring the ze of freedom and 
sustaining faith in an often hostile world— 
and we continue to pray, as they did, for the 
blessings of a just and benevolent God to 
guide our Nation’s course. 
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This occasion calls us to affirm our coun- 
try’s spiritual roots and to humbly express our 

atitude to the source of our bellied good 
ortune. As we seek to renew the values that 
have long strengthened America’s families 
and communities, let us reach out to God 
and to one another for wisdom and courage. 
We should celebrate this day in the tradition 
of our founders who believed that God gov- 
erns in the affairs of men and women, and 
who based their greatest hopes, dreams, and 
aspirations on the surety of divine protection. 

The Congress, by Public Law 100-307, has 
called on our citizens to reaffirm annually our 
dependence on Almighty God by recognizing 
a “National Day of Prayer.” 

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim May 2, 1996, as a Na- 
tional Day of Prayer. I encourage every citi- 
zen of this great Nation to pray, each in his 
or her own manner, seeking strength from 
God to face the challenges of today, request- 
ing guidance for the uncertainties of tomor- 
row, and giving thanks for the rich blessings 
that our Nation has enjoyed throughout our 
history. “Do not pray for easy lives,” said 
John F. Kennedy in 1963, “Pray to be 
stronger . . . .” May it be so with each of 
us. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this second day of April, in the year 
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety- 
six, and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and twen- 
tieth. 


William J. Clinton 
[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:10 a.m., April 3, 1996] 


NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of- 
fice of the Press Secretary on April 3, and it was 
published in the Federal Register on April 4. 


Remarks to Commerce Department 
Employees on the Aircraft Tragedy 
in Croatia 

April 3, 1996 


Thank you, Dr. Good. Ladies and gentle- 
men, the Vice President and the First Lady 
and the members of the Cabinet and I want- 
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ed to come here to be with the employees 
of the Commerce Department at this very 
difficult hour. Hillary and I have just come 
from Ron Brown’s home, visiting with Alma 
and Michael and their family and friends who 
are there. And we wanted to come and spend 
a few moments with you. 

As all of you know, the plane carrying Sec- 
retary Brown and his ddenaien, including 
a number of your colleagues, business lead- 
ers, and members of the United States mili- 
tary, went down today near Dubrovnik, Cro- 
atia. We do not know for sure what happened 
there. But I wanted to come here today, as 
it is almost Passover for American Jews and 
I know a lot of you will want to be leaving 
soon, just to have the chance to say a few 
words to you. 

The first thing I want to say is before I 
left I asked Alma, I said, “Alma, what do you 
want me to say when I go to the Commerce 
Department?” She said, “Tell them Ron was 
proud of them, that he liked them, that he 
believed in them, and that he fought for the 
Commerce Department, and tell them that 
you're going to do that now,” which I thought 
was an incredible thing. 

I’ve known Ron Brown a long time. I was 
always amazed at the way he was continually 
reaching out trying to bridge the differences 
between people, always trying to get the best 
out of people, always believing that we could 
do more than we have done. In a way, this 
job was sort of ready-made for him at this 
moment in history, and he loved it very 
much. 

Most of the time, Ron Brown spent using 
the power of the Commerce Department to 
find ways to give opportunity to ordinary 
Americans, to generate jobs for the American 
economy and build better futures for Amer- 
ican citizens. But when we met earlier this 
week, right before he left for the Balkans, 
he was so excited because he thought that, 
along with these business leaders and the 
other very able people from the Commerce 
Department on this mission, that they would 
be able to use the power of the American 
economy to help the peace take hold in the 
Balkans, to help people in that troubled place 
have the kind of decent, honorable, and won- 
derfully ordinary lives that we Americans too 
often take for granted. And he was so excited 
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by it. If you saw any of the clips on the tele- 
vision that have been showing today about 
his meetings yesterday, you could see that. 

I just want to say on a very personal note 
that I hope all Americans today will be grate- 
ful for what all the people who were on that 
= did, for the military personnel, for the 

usiness leaders, who didn’t have to go on 
that mission, who did it not out of a sense 
of their own profit but out of a sense of what 
they could do to help America bring peace. 

To all of the wonderful people in the Com- 
merce Department that were on that plane, 
some of them very young, one of them who 
came to our campaign in 1992 thinking the 
most important thing he could do was to ride 
a bicycle across the country, asking people 
to vote for the Vice President and me, wound 
up a trusted employee at the Commerce De- 
eae age to all of their loved ones and their 

amilies, their friends, 1 want to say I am very 
grateful for their lives and their service. 

I also want to say just one last thing about 
Ron Brown. He was one of the best advisers 
and ablest people I ever knew. And he was 
very, very good at everything he ever did. 
Whether he was the Commerce Secretary or 
a civil rights leader or something else, he was 
always out there just giving it his all. And 
he always believed that his mission in life was 
to put people’s dreams within their reach if 
they were willing to work for it and believe 
in themselves. 

When we were over at his home a few 
moments ago, Alexis Herman, who as many 
of you know used to work with Ron at the 
Democratic Committee, and they've been 
friends a long time, told me that his favorite 
Scripture verse was that wonderful verse 
from Isaiah: 

They who wait upon the Lord shall have 
their strength renewed. They shall 
mount up with wings as eagles. They will 
run and not grow weary. They will walk 
and faint not. 

Well, Ron Brown walked and ran and flew 
through life. And he was a magnificent life 
force. And those of us who loved him will 
always be grateful for his friendship and his 
warmth. 

But every American should be grateful 
that at a very difficult moment in our Na- 
tion’s history, he made this Commerce De- 
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partment what it was meant to be, an instru- 
ment for realizing the potential of every 
American. For all of you who played a role 
in that, I ask for your prayers for Secretary 
Brown and his family, for your colleagues and 
their families, for the business a and 
their families, and for our beloved military 
officers and their families. And I ask you al- 
ways, always to be fiercely proud for what 
you have done and very grateful for the op- 
portunity to have done it. 

I'd like to ask now that we bow for a mo- 
ment of silence. 


[At this point, a moment of silence was ob- 
served. | 


Amen. 
Thank you. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 4:09 p.m. at the 
Department of Commerce. In his remarks, he re- 
ferred to Ron Brown’s wife, Alma Brown, and his 
son, Michael Brown. 


Message on the Observance of 
Passover, 1996 


April 3, 1996 


Warm greetings to all who are celebrating 
Passover. 

This festival chronicles God’s deliverance 
of the Israelites from their bondage in Egypt. 
With faith and determination, these coura- 
geous people sought liberation from slavery 
and a path to freedom. Although their jour- 
ney was long and fraught with peril, the chil- 
dren of Israel reached the Promised Land 
to rebuild their communities in the sweet air 
of freedom. 

More than three millenia later, Jews across 
America and around the world gather during 
Passover to commemorate this epic journey. 
The holiday seder itself is rich with sym- 
bols—of the suffering endured by the Israel- 
ites in Egypt, the difficulties encountered 
during their exodus, and their unquenchable 
hope for the future. And throughout this rit- 
co ps unifying and sanctifying it, prayers 
are recited in praise of God and in gratitude 
for His intervention in the struggle of the 
Israelites. 

This year Passover has fresh meaning for 
us. The seder’s bitter herbs and salt water 
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remind us of our sorrow at the death of 
Yitzhak Rabin and the loss of so many inno- 
cents to the evil of terrorism. But as this 
harsh winter ends, we remember as well that 
God still lights our path and that, with cour- 
age and hope, the best in human nature will 
still prevail. 

Hillary and I extend warm wishes for a 
memorable Passover. 


Bill Clinton 


Remarks Following a Memorial 
Service for Secretary of Commerce 
Ronald H. Brown 


April 4, 1996 


Ladies and gentlemen, we just had a very 
moving memorial service not only to grieve 
but to celebrate the life of Secretary Brown 
and the other employees of the National 
Government, our military people, and the 
business leaders who were on that mission. 
We thanked God for their lives, we prayed 
for their families, and we came together in 
our grief and rededication. And we pointed 
out that it was 28 years ago on this day that 
Martin Luther King was killed in Memphis, 
working for what he believed in. 

Today I spoke with the parents of one of 
the young women who died who worked for 
the Department of Commerce, who said they 
had spent their careers as school teachers, 
raising their daughter to believe that she 
could make a difference and that she ought 
to try. And they were very proud that she 
died doing what she believed in, trying to 
aid the peace in Bosnia. 

And so that is how we are trying to think 
about this very difficult thing on this beau- 
tiful spring day in Easter Week. 

Thank you very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:15 p.m. outside 
St. Johns Church on Lafayette Park. 
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Proclamation 6878—Death of Those 
Aboard U.S. Air Force Aircraft in 
Croatia 


April 4, 1996 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


As a mark of respect for Secretary Ronald 
H. Brown and all those killed in the April 
3, 1996, crash of the U.S. Air Force aircraft 
in Croatia, I hereby order, by the authority 
vested in me as President of the United 
States of America by section 175 of title 36 
of the United States Code, that the flag of 
the United States shall be flown at half-staff 
at the White House and upon all public 
buildings and grounds, at all military posts 
and naval stations, and on all naval vessels 
of the Federal Government in the District 
of Columbia and throughout the United 
States and its Territories and possessions 
through Wednesday, April 10, 1996. I also 
direct that the flag shall be flown at half- 
staff for the same length of time at all United 
States embassies, legations, consular offices, 
and other facilities abroad, including all mili- 
tary facilities and naval vessels and stations. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fourth day of April, in the year 
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety- 
six, and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and twen- 
tieth. 


William J. Clinton 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., April 5, 1996] 


Note: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on April 8. 


Message on the Observance of 
Easter, 1996 


April 4, 1996 


Warm greetings to everyone celebrating 
Easter. 
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Across America and around the world, 
Christians gather on Easter Sunday to com- 
memorate the central event in the history of 
their salvation: the Resurrection of Jesus. 
This holy day marks that moment in time 
when good conquered evil, hope overcame 
despair, and life triumphed over death. Just 
as spring brings warmth and beauty to the 
earth after a harsh winter, Easter brings joy 
and new life to the spirit, reminding us that 
no mistake or failing of the past can put us 
beyond the reach of God’s mercy. 

In this age of great challenge and even 
greater possibility, Easter’s timeless message 
strengthens us for the tasks before us. As we 
celebrate in churches and cathedrals, at sun- 
rise services and in family gatherings, we re- 
member that our lives ine great purpose 
and value. We recognize that the life and 
words of Jesus call us to works of caring and 
compassion, to giving more than receiving. 
His death and resurrection are powerful re- 
minders of how God’s grace is still at work 
in the world in which we live today. 

Hillary joins me in extending best wishes 
to all for a wonderful Easter celebration. 


Bill Clinton 


Statement on Signing the Federal 
Agriculture Improvement and 
Reform Act of 1996 


April 4, 1996 


I am today signing into law H.R. 2854, the 
“Federal Agriculture Improvement and Re- 
form Act of 1996.” H.R. 2854 would author- 
ize most agriculture programs for fiscal years 
1996-2002, including commodities, credit, 
conservation, rural development, trade, and 
nutrition. 

I am signing H.R. 2854 with reservation 
because I believe the bill fails to provide an 
adequate safety net for family farmers. The 
fixed payments in the bill do not adjust to 
changes in market conditions, which would 
leave farmers, and the rural communities in 
which they live, vulnerable to reductions in 
crop prices or yields. I am firmly committed 
to submitting legislation and working with 
the Congress next year to strengthen the 
farm safety net. 
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I am, however, keenly aware that farm leg- 
islation is long overdue and American farm- 
ers need to know now the conditions under 
which they are operating. In addition, the bill 
includes a considerable number of my Ad- 
ministration’s proposals. I believe these au- 
thorities will enhance our environmental and 
economic development goals. They will form 
a lasting legacy of the 1996 farm bill. 

The hallmark of the bill's commodity title 
is the planting flexibility provisions. At long 
last, farmers will be free to plant for the mar- 
ket, not for government programs. The ex- 
pansion of planting flexibility will improve 
U.S. competitiveness in world markets. In 
addition, this legislation will reduce the ad- 
verse environmental effects of production ag- 
riculture and greatly simplify farm programs. 

I am very pleased with the rural develop- 
ment title of the bill. The Congress has incor- 
porated the Administration’s principle that 
we must continue our investment in tradi- 
tional infrastructure while expanding the in- 
vestment in information infrastructure and in 
human capital. These investments will ensure 
that all Americans, regardless of how remote 
an area they live in, will have the opportunity 
to better their lives and share in the eco- 
nomic growth spurred by the revolution in 
information technology. 

My Administration is keenly aware that 
there is no “one size fits all” Washington so- 
lution to local economic development needs. 
That is why we proposed the Rural Perform- 
ance Partnership Initiative, which provides 
flexibility to States to tailor Federal program 
funds to their unique situation. I salute the 
Congress for enacting this proposal, as well 
as providing $300 million in additional re- 
sources for rural development and agricul- 
tural research through the “Fund for Rural 
America.” 

I also wholeheartedly endorse the bill’s 
conservation provisions. The bill will enhance 
contributions to environmental quality and 
farm income from the Conservation Reserve 
Program, a program whose importance I 
have repeatedly stressed. This bill provides 
more than $1 billion over 7 years for on-farm 
conservation measures, including assistance 
for livestock producers, which will help pre- 
vent soil erosion and clear our streams and 
air. I am also glad to see that farmers will 
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still have the choice to enroll permanent 
easements in the Wetlands Reserve Program. 

In addition, the bill would provide $200 
million, with the possibility of an additional 
$150 million, for restoration of the Ever- 
glades. This project is one of the Administra- 
tion’s top environmental priorities, and the 
funds in this bill are a good downpayment 
toward our goal. Moreover, I call on the Con- 
gress to enact the Administration’s com- 
prehensive Everglades restoration plan, in- 
cluding the one-cent per pound marketing 
assessment on Florida sugar. This assessment 
would ensure that the benefitting industry 
pays its fair share. 

I am also generally pleased with the trade 
title, which includes almost all of the Admin- 
istration’s proposed export program enhance- 
ments. While the Administration opposed 
the reduced funding for certain export pro- 
grams in the bill, it will use these, and newly 
authorized tools, to expand upon the record 
levels of agricultural exports we have 
achieved. This will ensure that America’s 
farmers continue to take advantage of the 
growing opportunities in the world market. 

I am disappointed that the Congress has 
rolled back an important reform of the crop 
insurance program, which was enacted just 
18 months ago, to ensure that every farmer 
has crop insurance where it is available. Still, 
the farm bill embodies a clear commitment 
to maintain crop insurance as an alternative 
to costly and unreliable ad hoc crop disaster 
programs of the past. In this respect, the Ad- 
ministration strongly supports the develop- 
ment of new “revenue insurance” ap- 
proaches over the coming years so that the 
crop insurance safety net can play an increas- 
ingly large role in the farm economy. This 
is a key component of our strategy to con- 
tinue to help farmers manage the risks they 
face. 

While commodity and conservation pro- 
grams remain the core of any farm bill, much 
of the future of agriculture and rural America 
will be determined by many other factors 
outside the traditional scope of those pro- 
grams. This bill recognizes the growing im- 
portance of those forces and incorporates 
many of the reforms the Administration 
sought. While seeking improvements in the 
farm safety net, I will aiso charge my Admin- 
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istration with using the bill’s new tools to en- 
sure that agriculture sustains the growth it 
has achieved, that the pace of environmental 
improvements is accelerated, and that we 
create new economic opportunities for farm- 
ers and rural citizens. 


William J. Clinton 


The White House, 
April 4, 1996. 


NoTE: H.R. 2854, approved April 4, was assigned 
Public Law No. 104-127. 


Remarks at a Tree Planting 
Ceremony Honoring Those Who 
Died in the Aircraft Tragedy in 
Croatia 

April 5, 1996 


Last year, as we prepared to go to Okla- 
homa City, Hillary and I planted a dogwood 
tree here in honor of the public servants who 
lost their lives there. And this year as we pre- 
pare to go back, almost a year later, we are 
planting, sadly, another tree in honor of Sec- 
retary Brown and all the public servants of 
the United States and the citizens who lost 
their lives in the plane crash. We hope the 
prayers of the American people will be with 
them and their families at this difficult time. 
We hope everyone will honor the contribu- 
tions they made to the United States and the 
welfare of our people. 


Nore: The President spoke at 9:15 a.m. on the 
South Lawn at the White House. 


Remarks at the Plaque Dedication 
Ceremony for the New YMCA Day 
Care Center in Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma 


April 5, 1996 


Thank you very much. Governor Keating, 
Senator Nickles, Mr. Mayor, Lieutenant 
Governor Fallin, Congressman Brewster, 
Congressman Istook, to the families that are 
behind me and the children that just made 
the walk with us, and their parents, I thank 
them. 

I was especially glad to see Brandon and 
Rebecca Denny, because they came to see 
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Hillary and me in the White House and I 
thought they would be glad to see us again. 
But I asked them if they remembered meet- 
ing me, they said, “Yes. How’s Socks?” 
[Laughter] So I thought to myself things are 
maybe beginning to get back to normal in 
Oklahoma City, at least the children have 
their priorities in order. 

Hillary and I thought a lot about where 
we were last year when we came down here 
to be with you and with our friend James 
Lee Witt, the FEMA Director, who is also 
here today. And I wondered what I ought 
to say. Let me begin by noting that this is, 
after all, Good Friday. It is a day for those 
of us who are Christians that marks the pas- 
sage from loss and despair to hope and re- 
demption. And in a way that is the lesson 
of this little walk we just took with these chil- 
dren and their parents, from a place where 
we mourn lives cut so brutally short to this 
place where, thanks to you and all of those 
who the Lieutenant Governor mentioned, we 
can truly celebrate new beginnings. 

I hope the lesson of the walk and this effort 
will comfort and inspire all of those here in 
Oklahoma City and especially those who are, 
as the Governor said, still hurting, still 
searching, still working to put their lives back 
together. I know there’s nothing that anyone 
can do to bring back the children whose lives 
were taken from us, nothing we can do to 
sweep away the frightening memories that 
still linger in the children who survived, ex- 
cept to continue to work until they finally 
go away. 

But what you have done is to show our 
children that in the wake of evil, goodness 
can surround them and lift them up. You 
have done a lot here already to prove that 
their lives are strong and powerful, like the 
tree behind me, which has now become fa- 
mous around the country. Everybody wants 
to know why this tree stood up when the 
bomb went off. It lost its leaves and its bark, 
and it’s still kind of ugly—{laughter|—but it 
survived, and it’s going to bloom again. Why 
is it going to bloom again? Because its roots 
kept it strong and standing. 

The survivors and the spirit of this commu- 
nity are blooming again because your roots 
kept you strong and standing. Now we see 
it in this child care center that we are here 
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to dedicate today. It’s a testament, really, to 
the resilience of the human spirit and the 
fierce devotion of the parents of this commu- 
nity and the larger community, what Hillary 
likes to call “the village of citizens,” who are 
determined to support your children and 
their future. When something really terrible 
happens, it’s easy to forget how important 
basic things are. It’s pretty important for chil- 
dren to have a safe place to fingerpaint or 
plead with the teacher to read a book for 
the fifth time, or just play in a secure and 
safe environment. 

These places, like the one you are prepar- 
ing here for your children, are places where 
our kids begin to learn how to relate to other 
children, and they have to learn to live out 
the essential values that have stood our 
American family so well for so long. They 
really have to learn how to build instead of 
tear down, to work together instead of run 
away, how to treat other people who are just 
like them with respect and fairness. By re- 
building a place for children to learn these 
lessons oid to play and to laugh again, all 
of you, as citizens, have done the most honor- 
able thing a nation could ask for, and I want 
to thank you for that. 

I also want to thank those of you who have 
already mentioned in public and in private 
the tragedy our Nation has endured this 
week with the loss of our Commerce Sec- 
retary and my dear friend, Ron Brown, and 
many other people, many of them quite 
young, who served our Nation in the Com- 
merce Department and the United States 
military and the business executives who 
were on that trip. 

They lost their lives pursuing the very spir- 
it that we are here to celebrate today. They 
went to the Balkans, a region that has literally 
been torn apart by war, where hundreds of 
thousands of people have been stripped of 
their dignity and lives, and where millions 
have been turned into refugees and where 
countless children have been robbed of their 
future. And they did it just to prove that 
through faith and commitment, the people 
of Bosnia could get over their hatred and in- 
tolerance and that America wanted to help. 

Ron Brown laughed with me last Monday 
night when we talked about this mission in 
detail, that I had sent him all over the world 
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with business leaders, primarily to expand 
the reach of the American economy, to gen- 
erate more jobs for Americans. But he was 
going to Bosnia to use the power of the 
American economy, with the business leaders 
who were there, just to try to help the peace 
take hold, to give normal life back to those 
people. That is a noble and good thing for 
which they lived and died, and I ask you for 
your prayers for them and their families who, 
in these difficult days, are having their prob- 
lems understanding the whys of all of this. 

So as we remember those who perished 
here almost a year ago and we mourn those 
who died on that hard mountain so many 
thousands of miles from here, let us again 
thank God for the grace that has brought us 
to this point and enabled us to live with our 
sorrows and tragedies and to rebuild our 
lives. 

You know, the bagpipers over there were 
playing “Amazing Grace.” I suppose it’s the 
best-known American hymn, at least the first 
verse. But as we remember those people in 
this community who are still grieving and still 
struggling, and we think of all of the difficul- 
ties life presents for which we have no an- 
swer, I would like to close with a reference 
to the third verse of that magnificent hymn: 
“Through many dangers, toils and snares I 
have already come. “Tis grace has brought 
me safe thus far, and grace will lead me 
home.” We pray God’s grace today on those 
who lost so much a year ago and on the ef- 
forts of those of you who are working hard 
to build a better future, to make something 
profoundly good come out of that tragedy. 

I'd like now to ask the children who are 
here and all of the others in the podium who 
would like to, to come up here and help me 
unveil the plaque. I don’t have great manual 
skills. I need all of the help I can get up 
here. Could you all come up—the families, 
and Governor, Mayor. You all come on over. 
Let’s do this together. 

God bless you. Thank you very much. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 12:36 p.m. at the 
New YMCA Day Care Center. In his remarks, 
he referred to Gov. Frank Keating; Mayor Ron 
Norick of Oklahoma City; and Lt. Gov. Mary 
Fallin of Oklahoma. 


Remarks to the Families of the 
Victims of the 1995 Bombing in 
Oklahoma City 

April 5, 1996 


Thank you very much. Thank you so much, 
Reverend Alexander. Governor Keating, 
Mrs. Keating, Mr. Mayor, Senator Nickles, 
Lieutenant Governor Fallin, Congressman 
Brewster, Congressman Istook; most of all 
to the families here of those who lost their 
lives and those who survived the bombing 
almost a year ago. 

I come here today as much as —— 
else to thank you. On this very difficult an 
painful day for me, when I have lost a great 
and good friend and a lot of gifted employees 
of the Federal Government, some of them 
very young, and some wonderful members 
of our Armed Forces and some of our Na- 
tion’s most able business leaders, the power 
of your example is very much with me, and 
I thank you for that. 

A year ago we were here to join in mourn- 
ing your loss and praying for your healing. 
Today I ask that we not only remember your 
loss but celebrate the rebuilding you have 
already done and the work you will still do. 

I have relived the moments of last year 
many times in my mind since I was here with 
you. I have wondered how you were doing 
and prayed for your strength. I was honored 
to have two of your citizens at the State of 
the Union Address and to recognize their 
unique contributions to our country through 
their service to you. 

Just a few moments ago I was honored to 
lay a wreath, along with the First Lady and 
some children who survived and their par- 
ents, and then to dedicate the child care cen- 
ter that will be built near the site of the 
bombing, thanks to the remarkable efforts of 
your public officials and private citizens to- 
gether. You have shown how strong you are, 
and you have given us all an example of the 
power of faith and community, the power of 
both God’s grace and human courage. 

On this Good Friday, what you ei done 
has demonstrated to a watching and often 
weary and cynical world that good can over- 
come evil, that love can outlast hate, that the 
light of human life can shine on through the 
most terrible darkness. And so I thank you 
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for that. And I know that you could not have 
done it without your faith. 

On this Friday I can’t help noting that 
there is a wonderful verse in the Book of 
Matthew which says that a person who fol- 
lows the word of God will be likened unto 
a wise man who built his house on a rock. 
And the rain descended and the floods came 
and the winds blew and beat upon the house, 
and it fell not, for it was founded upon a 
rock. Well your building was blown down, 
and many lives were shattered. But today, 
I saw again that the spirit of Oklahoma City 
fell not, for it is founded upon a rock. And 
I thank you for showing that to America. 

From the early rescue efforts that so many 
engaged in to the scholarship funds for the 
children who lost their parents, to the current 
outpouring of support that will enable fami- 
lies to travel to Denver for the trial, to the 
dedication ceremony I just attended, I see 
over and over and over again that you have 
redeemed the promise of essential human 
nature and human possibility that we cele- 
brate so profoundly in this season. And what 
I want to know is that, in doing that, you 
have renewed the faith of America. You have 
drawn our national family closer together. 

A year ago I was able to come here and 
say to you that you have lost too much, but 
you have not lost everything. You have not 
lost America. In the year since, America has 
stood with you and prayed with you and 
worked with you as you rebuild. But today, 
I come to you to say you have given America 
something precious, a greater sense of our 
shared humanity, our common values, our 
obligations to one another. You've take some 
of the meanness out of our national life and 
put a little more love and respect into it, in 
ways that you probably cannot even imagine. 
And I thank you for that. 

I will call on all Americans to express their 
solidarity with you when you celebrate the 
first anniversary of your tragedy. Earlier 
today I signed a proclamation calling for a 
moment of silence across our land on April 
the 19th at 9:02 a.m., Central Daylight Time, 
to ask the American people to gather in silent 
prayer and quiet reflection with their friends 
and neighbors, wherever they live, from 
Maine to Alaska, to southern California, to 
Florida. 
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And let me say to all of you again, we will 
be there with you. But because of what you 
have felt and what you have endured, let me 
ask you now if you will bow your heads in 
silent prayer to remember all that this year 
has meant to you and to pray for those who 
lost their loved ones on that plane in Bosnia. 
Only you can know how they feel. 

May we pray. 


[At this point, a moment of silence was ob- 
served. | 


Amen. 

I would like to say a special word now to 
some of the people who were involved here 
a year ago: To the Federal workers who sur- 
vived the blast and are back on the job, we're 
glad, and we support you. To those who are 
not yet back on the job, we will stand with 
you until the day you are able to work again. 
To those who lost their lives in the service 
of their country, trying to help America get 
through every day in the best possible way, 
we thank you, your families, beyond meas- 
ure. 

Before Hillary and I left the White House 
this morning, we planted a new dogwood tree 
on the South Lawn to honor the memory of 
those who died in the crash in Bosnia. It is 
very near the one we planted a year ago, be- 
fore we came to be with you for the first 
time, in honor of the loved ones that you 
lost. A year ago I noted that the dogwood 
tree embodies the lesson of the Psalms, that 
the life of a good person is like a tree whose 
leaf does not wither; that just as a tree takes 
a long time to grow, sometimes wounds take 
a long time to heal. Well, your tree has taken 
root on the South Lawn of the White House. 
In a few weeks it will flower. The healing 
power of our faith has also taken root and 
must bloom again here. 

You know, this Easter Sunday all over the 
world the over 1.5 billion people who are 
Christians will be able to bear witness to our 
faith that the miracles of Jesus and the mir- 
acles of the human spirit in Oklahoma City 
only reflect the larger miracle of human na- 
ture that there is something eternal within 
each of us, that we all have to die and that 
no bomb can blow away even from the littlest 
child that eternity which is within each of 
us. 
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I know a lot of you are still hurting, but 
I hope as Sunday comes you'll be able to 
find some comfort in that. Your healing has 
to go on. A lot of you probably still have your 
doubts about all of this. I’m sure there’s some 
lingering anger and even some rage and dark 
and lonely nights for many of the family 
members. I can only say to you that the older 
I get the more I know that we have to try 
harder to make the most of each day and 
accept the fact that things will happen we 
can never understand or justify. 

We flew over my home State, you know, 
coming here, and it made me think of the 
words of an old Gospel song that were actu- 
ally written in Arkansas. And I thought I 
would leave you with these words, and our 
love and respect, as we move toward Easter. 

The hymn goes: “Further along we'll know 
all about it. Further along we'll understand 
why. Rise up, my brothers, and walk in the 
sunshine. Further along we'll understand 
why.” 

God bless you, and God bless America. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:20 p.m. in the 
Myriad Convention Center. In his remarks, he re- 
ferred to Rev. Don Alexander, pastor, First Chris- 
tian Church; and Cathy Keating, wife of Gov. 
Frank Keating of Oklahoma. 


Proclamation 6880—National Day of 
Remembrance of the Oklahoma City 
Bombing 


April 5, 1996 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


On the morning of April 19, 1995, America 
was devastated by news of an explosion at 
the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building in 
Oklahoma City. As rescuers rushed to the 
scene, citizens across the country waited by 
their televisions and radios for information, 
and we prayed for the children, Federal 
workers, and many others caught by the 
bomb’s deadly blast. Despite heroic efforts 
of emergency personnel and countless sa- 
maritans, 168 people lost their lives as a re- 
sult of the brutal attack. 
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For a year we have mourned the dead, 
aided the residents of Oklahoma City in their 
struggle to rebuild, and strengthened our re- 
solve to fight terrorism. And though it has 
been a pe and challenging time, the out- 
pouring of love and support for those af- 
fected by the tragedy has helped our Nation 
to come together in common purpose. As we 
mark the Rrst anniversary of the bombing, 
we remember the victims and honor their 
memory with a moment of silence. In prayer 
and quiet reflection, let us move forward to- 
gether to foster peace in our land. 

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim Friday, April 19, 
1996, as a National Day of Remembrance 
of the Oklahoma City Bombing. I ask all the 
people of the United States to observe a mo- 
ment of silence on that day at 9:02 a.m., 
Central Daylight Time, gathering with fam- 
ily, friends, neighbors, and colleagues at 
home, at work, and in places of worship to 
commemorate this solemn occasion. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fifth day of April, in the year 
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety- 
six, and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and twen- 
tieth. 


William J. Clinton 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., April 9, 1996] 


Note: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on April 10. 
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March 30 
In the evening, the President attended the 
Gridiron Dinner at the Capital Hilton Hotel. 


March 31 

In the evening, the President had a tele- 
phone conversation with members of the 
University of Tennessee women’s basketball 
team to congratulate them on winning the 
NCAA national championship. 


April I 

In the evening, the President had a tele- 
phone conversation with members of the 
University of Kentucky men’s basketball 
team to congratulate them on winning the 
NCAA national championship. 


April 2 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
Baltimore, MD, where he threw out the first 
pitch at the Baltimore Orioles-Kansas City 
Royals baseball game at Oriole Park at Cam- 
den Yards. In the late afternoon, he returned 
to Washington, DC. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
the State of Indiana and ordered Federal aid 
to supplement State and local recovery ef- 
forts in the area struck by the “Blizzard of 
1996” on January 6-12. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Leslie M. Alexander as Ambas- 
sador to Ecuador and Prudence Bushnell as 
Ambassador to Kenya. 

The President announced the nomination 
of James E. Hall as Chair of the National 
Transportation Safety Board. 


April 3 

In the afternoon, the President and Hillary 
Clinton visited with the family of Secretary 
of Commerce Ronald H. Brown, who was 
killed that morning in the aircraft tragedy 
near Dubrovnik, Croatia. 


April 4 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Hubert T. Bell, Jr., as Inspector 
General of the Nuclear Regulatory Commis- 
sion. 


April 5 

In the morning, the President and Hillary 
Clinton traveled to Oklahoma City, OK, 
where they laid a wreath at the former site 
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of the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building, 
which was destroyed in a terrorist bombing 
in April 1995. 

In the afternoon, the President addressed 
the community at the University of Central 
Oklahoma. 

In the evening, the President and Hillary 
Clinton returned to Washington, DC. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





NoTE: No nominations were submitted to the 
Senate during the period covered by this issue. 





Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the Office 
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as 
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of 
Other White House Announcements. 





Released April 2 


Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry 
on the Presidential elections in Benin 


Released April 3 


Transcripts of press briefings by Press Sec- 
retary Mike McCurry 


Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry 
on the victory of President El Haji Ahmed 
Tejan Kabbah in the election in Sierra Leone 


Transcript of remarks by National Security 
Adviser Anthony Lake to the U.S.-Russia 
Business Council 


Released April 4 


Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Mike McCurry 


Released April 5 


Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry 
on U.S. participation in Expo "98 
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Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved April 1 


H.R. 1266 / Public Law 104-123 
Greens Creek Land Exchange Act of 1995 


H.R. 1787 / Public Law 104-124 

To amend the Federal Food, Drug, and Cos- 
metic Act to repeal the saccharin notice re- 
quirement 


621 


H.J. Res. 78 / Public Law 104-125 

To grant the consent of the Congress to cer- 
tain additional powers conferred upon the 
Bi-State Development Agency by the States 
of Missouri and Illinois 


S.J. Res. 38 / Public Law 104-126 

Granting the consent of Congress to the Ver- 
mont-New Hampshire Interstate Public 
Water Supply Compact 


Approved April 4 


H.R. 2854 / Public Law 104-127 
Federal veer Improvement and Re- 
form Act of 1996 
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